
Welcome back for another exciting year at the Advanced 
Technology Center. As we begin preparations to 
celebrate our 10th year of serving the citizens of 

Virginia Beach; the only things soaring higher than the crane that 
rises up behind me over our lake, are the dreams and expectations 
of our students.
 
As we ended last school year, our students soared to national and 
world-wide attention through their outstanding performances 
in competition, and as we start this new year our students and 
teachers continue to not only excel personally, but to also reach out 
to the local and world-wide communities. This focus on service is 
evidenced by our students exceeding their goal for contributing to 
the United Way, participation in the Mayflower Marathon Food 
Drive, refurbishing computers for needy families; and through 
their participation in a fund raiser designed to provide vaccinations 
for the children of Somalia.
 
We had an excellent turnout for our annual Open House and 
Planning Ahead Sessions on December 14th, with students 
and their parents from across the school division coming to see 
firsthand the outstanding facilities and programs offered at the 
ATC. To top the evening off, some of our lucky guests even won 
some free software donated by Microsoft. This was our only Open 
House this school year, and we’re greatly appreciative of the strong 
community support for the event.
 
If you are a current 9th, 10th, or 11th grader with a strong 
interest in our programs at the ATC, I encourage you to submit a 
completed application to your school counselor as soon as possible. 
Our early decision deadline this year is January 20, 2012, and 

programs are filling 
fast. Applications 
have recently been 
mailed to the homes 
of high school 
students across 
Virginia Beach, and 
can also be picked 
up from school guidance offices, or downloaded from our website 
at www.imagineinnovatecreate.com.
 
Our students and teachers remain focused as always on living 
our motto of “imagine-innovate-create”, and I encourage you 
to stay abreast of the goings on at the ATC, by friending us on 
our Advanced Technology Center - Official Site Facebook page, 
and by visiting our website at www.imagineinnovatecreate.com 
to learn more about the outstanding educational opportunities 
available at the ATC.  We look forward to seeing, and/or hearing 
from you soon!
 
Sincerely,

Michael D. Taylor
Director
mdtaylor@vbschools.com

Director’s Message

The ATC is  
NOW Enrolling!

 Visit www.imagineinnovatecreate.com 
or call 757-648-5800  
for more information!



Who's Behind the Newsletter
Meet Candace B. Candace is a Digital Design II student who is participating in a Work 
Based Experience at the Advanced Technology Center. Candace is responsible for the 
design and layout of ATC News:  Imagine Innovate Create. Please join the ATC in 
welcoming Candace as we look forward to each new edition of the newsletter this year.

Modeling and Simulation Student Tied 
for Third in the World 

National and International Student Achievements

Cisco Team Placed First in the US and Canada
 in the NetRiders Competition 

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America  
Computer Network Administration (CNA)  
Students Placed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd at Nationals

Brandon C., Modeling and Simulation Student 
“Tied for Third Place in the World” 
Summer 2011 
for his animated video
in the NASA Art and Design Contest.

William C. and Michael M. were two senior ATC Cisco 
Networking Academy students who as a team competed 
against 35 other high school teams in the US/Canada Cisco 
NetRiders Competition and placed first, spring 2011.

Norman C. III, Joshua H., and Jordan W., received national recognition at the FBLA 
Awards of Excellence on July 1, 2011. These students competed in the Computer 
Network Design competition and brought home “FIRST” place.

In addition, Christopher H. ATC CNA student placed second in the FBLA national 
competition in Help Desk and Zackary B. placed third in Technology Concepts.

Norman C. III, Linda Lavender, Computer Network Administration instructor    
Second Row: Jordan W., Joshua H., Zackary B., and Christopher H.

2 IMAGINE.  INNOVATE.  CREATE.





Engineering/Manufacturing
Marine Engineering and Design (ME& D) Class Partners with 
TCC Portsmouth to Build Boats 
Jim Reich ME&D instructor met with Ann Peele Ambrose, Dean, Business, Public Services & 
Technologies and Richard Sims, Welding instructor on September 27, 2011 at TCC Portsmouth to 
develop plans for students to work on joint projects and gain real world experiences. This was the 
second planning meeting to set a timeline for the year.

ME&D students will design small boats, TCC Blueprint students will critique drawings and the 
Welding classes will actually build the boats. This opportunity gives high school and college students a 
chance to collaborate, apply their technical skills, participate in field trips, utilize distance learning and 
experience their drawings come alive from computer renderings to steel.

Modeling and Simulation, and Marine Engineering and Design 
Partner wih NAUTICUS

Mr. Reich, Marine Engineering and Design instructor and Mr. Jackson, Modeling and 
Simulation instructor met October 10, 2011 with John Elliker, Battleship Wisconsin 
Project Manager to discuss a student re-design project of two areas on the ship; 
conversion of a bathroom space, and the renovation of the Senior Chief Wardroom 
into a conference space.  Students from both the Marine Engineering and Modeling 
and Simulation class will be learning Naval History and real world ship design during 
this project.

John Elliker, Battleship Wisconsin Project Manager and  
James Reich, ATC Marine Engineering and Design instructor

Engineering Technology, (ET) students Experiance Teambuilding 
at the Ropes Course
The Engineering Technology classes participated in their annual Ropes Initiative 
outing on September 29th and 30th. The students worked on team building and 
individual skills to make them better leaders and team players.
 
ET teambuilding participants include: Kema G., Site Facilitator; Carolos M., William V., Janas I., Jerald 
J., Stephen S., Cathy Fox, Ropes Staff; Devon S., Joe Henry, Ropes Staff; Nick B., Tomaria J., and Chris O.

MODSIM instuctor Presents at MODSIM World!
Modeling and Simulation instructor, Bill Jackson was invited to speak at  
MODSIM World, October 2011 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center.  
Mr. Jackson discussed the 3d visualization instructional program and how to 
implement STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Math) related projects to 
motivate students.
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Hotel Management Students Create Video 
Hotel Management students spent an October morning at the beach 
creating a video called “Why Virginia Beach?” for the Digies.   The 
Digies is a competition for ATC students featuring a variety of computer 
inspired projects.  The Digies awards gala was on December 19, 2011.

Marketing Education

Clubs
SKILLSUSA
Digital Design instructor Meets with Global Educators in London!
Lee Troxell, Digital Design instructor/ATC SkillsUSA Advisor traveled to 
London, England for the World SkillsUSA Competition this October 2011. 
Mr. Troxell was asked to serve as a national SkillsUSA Advisor for a United 
States SkillsUSA competition participant. This was an unmatched opportunity 
to be part of global education and interact with educators from all over the 
world. Go Mr. T!

FBLA
IT Student Leaders Give Back!

Information Technology Students in the business classes, 
Computer Networking (CNA), Internet Web Professional 
and Software and Game Development have teamed up with 
Virginia Beach Schools Parent Connection to offer a series 
of free technology classes to parents!  Students in FBLA, met 
with Parent Connection leaders and discussed the many areas 
of technology that parents from across the school system 
could benefit.  Following the discussion, classes were designed, 
workbooks created and students lead the sessions!  Classes have 
been conducted in word processing, the Internet, and computer 
maintenance. Additional monthly classes are scheduled in topics 
such as wireless networking, security, and social networking. Jerry M., Devin G., Jeremy S., John K., Linda Lavender CNA instructor, 

Andrew A., Ryan G., Shad C. and Chris H.
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Follow us on Facebook!
http://www.facebook.com/vbatc



Counselors Join Marketing  
Management (MM) @ Town Center 

Class for Lunch
Middle and High School counselors joined MM 
students for lunch and to experience what is 
taught in the class from the student’s perspective. 
Marketing Management students provided a 
presentation, counselors won door prizes and 
they had a chance to ride a school bus for a field 
trip and tour of the ATC.  Thanks for coming! 
We enjoyed your visit.

Counselors

Partnerships
Welcome InMotion Hosting as a new ATC Partner
The Internet Web Professional (IWP) class has partnered with InMotion Hosting. At 
the beginning of this school year a planning meeting was held with: Chenelle Harris, 
InMotion Hosting, Director, Human Resources; Kathy Sargent, IWP instructor; Ashleigh 
Smith, InMotion Hosting, Inc., Human Resource Generalist; and Ann Marie Garvey, 
ATC Assistant Director/Partnership Coordinator.  InMotion will provide mentor support 
to the Internet Web Professional (IWP) students working on Virtual Enterprise Web sites, 
as well as job shadowing, guest speaking, support and more. Feedback the ATC receives 
will assist in providing a well trained workforce. Looking forward to a great partnership 
this year!

Chili’s is Now an ATC Partner
Mike Fischer from Chili’s met with Linda Lavender, Computer Network Administration 
instructor; Lynne Williams, Hotel Operations/Management instructor; Kim Creamer, 
Marketing Management @ Town Center instructor; Kathy Sargent, Internet Web Professional 
instructor ; and Ann Marie Garvey, Assistant Director/Partnership Coordinator earlier this 
school year to work on partnership plans. Chili’s is interested in supporting ATC clubs as a 
judge, guest speaker on 21st Century skills, job seeking skills and provide coupons and gift 
certificates for activities. 
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First row left to right: Dion W., Kelsey W., Danita S., Taylor V. and Justin O., MM students; Second 
row: Ann Marie Garvey, ATC Assistant Director; Lee Hubba, Landstown HS counselor; Annie Chowns, 

Tallwood HS counselor; Amy Bullock, Kellam HS counselor, Nicole Calma, Bayside HS counselor; 
Lisette Diehl, Landstown HS Academy Coordinator; Kelly Greenberg, Landstown HS counselor; Beanie 

Schleicher, First Colonial HS counselor;  Jeanita Lawrence, First Colonial HS counselor; Last row: 
Cheryl Hummer, Princess Anne HS counselor; Kelly Person, Kellam HS counselor; Samantha Shannon, 
Ocean Lakes HS counselor; Victoria Thompson, Princess Anne HS counselor; Robert Lanz, Bayside MS 
counselor; Dr. Jobynia Caldwell, Assistant Superintendent  of Higher Education; Karen Grauzlis, Plaza 

MS counselor; Marlene Johnson, Bayside MS counselor; and Lavelle White Landstown counselor. 



I Make a Difference Award
Congratulations to Al Humes, 
ATC Custodial staff who was 
awarded the, “I Make a Difference 
Award.”  Mr. Humes is always 
positive, willing to assist and 
thoughtful of our students and 
staff. Thank you, Mr. Humes for 
being at the ATC!

Alumni
Jim Spruill, i-Net+, A+ Computer Repair, and Windows Visual Basic June 2005 Alumni
Passed: i-Net+, A+ Computer Repair, MCP Windows XP Professional
Employer:  Virginia Beach City Public Schools, Advanced Technology Center, Network 
Technician 

“The certifications I earned at the ATC gave me a chance to jump right in the job market. From 
Navy Contractor to Laboratory Information Systems Technician, I’ve been able to experience the 
world and learn so much about emerging health technologies. Currently, I work as the Network 
Technician at the ATC.”

Christopher “Trent” Birdsong
Marine Engineering and Design/Engineering Design June 2010 Alumni
Trent is now a volunteer in his former classes as he works toward his degree at 
Tidewater Community College.

It certainly is a compliment to have a student with such determination, 
dedication and drive who is energized in giving back. Welcome back Trent!
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James Thompson, Advanced Software and Game Development 
June 2007 Alumni
Passed:	 Microsoft Certified Professional Exam and 
	 Workplace Readiness Skills assessment
College: Digipen Institute of Technology, 	
	 BS in Real – Time Interactive Simulation (a Computer Science
	 degree directed towards video game programming and development.
Employer: Darkside Game Studios, Video Game Programmer

His teacher Mrs. Randall, gave him lots of support and helped during his time 
in her class, which also included two competitions at the Great Computer 
Challenge.  He was on the team that came in first place both years. 

Alina Thompson, Classroom on the Mall 
(Currently Marketing Management @ Town Center)
Passed:	 National Retail Federation Sales and Service certification
College:	Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn.
Major:	 Music Management
Internships: Max Media in Virginia Beach and Music Row Music Group in Nashville, 
Tenn. Opportunity to assist Eagle 97.3 with their broadcast November 2011 when they 
come to Nashville to interview country stars before the County Music Award Show.

Alina has always been interested in music, but participating in the ATC’s Marketing 
Management courses are what peaked her interest and love of marketing. Alina gained 
more than just technical experience through this course; it helped her prepare for life in a 
professional setting.

Michael Ware
Digital Design June 2010 Alumni
Employer: Rocket Direct Communications, Designer

“The Digital Design course at the ATC helped me become 
very familiar with the programs I use now at my new job. 
I was taught and prepared to expand my skills on Mac 
programs and how to address a new job in a professional 
manner.”
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Alumni

Michael D. Taylor, Director
Ann Marie C. Garvey, Editor and

Assistant Director of Student Programs and Business Development
Produced by The Advanced Technology Center and

Candace B., Digital Design Student and Graphic Designer


